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FOREWORD 


/^\N  MARCH  6,  1906,  a  number  of  persons,  most  of 
them  entirely  blind,  a  few  with  partial  sight,  met  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  George  L.  Maitland,  of  Philadelphia,  to 
discuss  the  establishment  of  a  Home  for  the  aged  blind. 
Of  the  twenty-one  Homes  for  the  aged,  visited  by  Mrs. 
Agnes  B.  Reybold,  who  had  inaugurated  the  movement, 
only  two  would  accept  the  blind.  Even  the  church  Homes 
for  the  aged  were  not  willing  then  to  admit  those  de¬ 
prived  of  sight. 

The  Chapin  Memorial  Home  was  named  for  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Chapin,  who  had  consecrated  his  life  to  the  service  of 
the  blind  and  had  visioned  a  Home  of  happiness  and  se¬ 
curity  for  the  sightless  in  their  declining  years.  The  Home 
was  incorporated  November  20,  1908,  and  its  first  presi¬ 
dent  was  Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon,  a  man  who,  like  Mr. 
Chapin,  dedicated  his  life  to  work  for  the  blind. 

Mr.  George  A.  Smith,  the  vice-president,  in  January, 
1910,  lent  a  small  house  at  2139  North  Stanley  Street, 
Philadelphia,  where  within  a  few  days,  the  Elome  was 
started  with  three  elderly  ladies  as  its  first  residents.  This 
small  family,  a  housekeeper  and  a  manservant  filled  the 
house  to  capacity.  The  need  of  larger  accommodations 
immediately  became  apparent  as  applications  for  admis¬ 
sion  were  coming  in  rapidly. 

A  large  bazaar,  which  was  sponsored  by  a  number  of 
churches,  was  very  successful  and  brought  to  the  Home 
a  considerable  sum. 

In  May,  1911,  the  property  at  6713  Woodland  Avenue 
was  purchased  and  made  comfortable  for  the  family  of 
residents.  Those  on  the  waiting  list  could  then  be  ad¬ 
mitted.  In  1912  the  adjoining  property  at  6711  Wood- 
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land  Avenue  was  secured  for  the  use  of  the  men  who  had 
applied  for  admission.  Again  in  1914,  further  enlarge¬ 
ment  was  felt  to  be  necessary  and  an  annex  was  added  to 
67 1 3  Woodland  Avenue  which  gave  room  for  more  guests. 
At  present  there  are  sixteen  women  and  six  men  residents 
in  the  Home. 

The  Home  is  non-sectarian  and  is  supported  entirely  by 
legacies  and  voluntary  contributions,  and  receives  neither 
county  nor  state  aid. 

Our  By-Laws  provide  that  all  pensions  should  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  corporation  to  assist  in  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  residents.  However,  it  has  been  our  policy  to 
give  each  resident  $15.00  of  the  $40.00  received  from  the 
State  pension  for  spending  money. 

From  time  to  time  legacies  and  gifts  have  been  secured 
by  the  efforts  of  its  friends,  particularly  by  Mr.  John  Cad- 
walader,  Sr.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Henry  Wood¬ 
ward,  who  constantly  devoted  much  of  their  time  and 
energy  to  the  welfare  of  the  Chapin  Home. 

The  family  of  Miss  Edith  Manning,  a  former  Manager 
of  the  Home,  presented  the  Home  with  a  fund,  the  income 
from  which  is  distributed  among  the  Home  residents,  thus 
enabling  them  to  gratify  any  small  needs. 

The  Moon  fund  supplies  the  Christmas  cheer,  an  enter¬ 
tainment  given  at  the  Christmas  season,  accompanied  by 
refreshments. 

Between  the  ages  of  65  and  75,  an  admission  fee  of 
$500.00  and  $150.00  for  funeral  expenses  is  paid.  After 
the  age  of  75,  the  admission  fee  is  $350.00. 

The  Home,  in  its  forty  years  of  existence,  has  had  five 
presidents:  Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon,  Mr.  John  Cadwalader, 
Mr.  John  Cadwalader,  Jr.,  Mr.  Caleb  J.  Milne,  Jr.,  and 
Mr.  Benjamin  R.  Hoffman. 
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REPORT  OF  LADIES’  AUXILIARY 

Mrs.  Leonard  Hastings  Schoff 
"K-9”  Ranch 
Parkesburg  R.  D.,  Pa. 


A  I  ''HE  auxiliary  of  "The  Chapin  Memorial  Home  for  the 
Aged  Blind”  feel  that  the  year  of  "1949”  has  been 
both  satisfactory  and  useful.  We  have  again  had  charge 
of  the  "therapy”  work  for  our  "Home  Family”  and  have 
an  excellent  teacher,  Miss  Caroline  Bournonville,  who  has 
worked  faithfully  and  well  and  who  is  most  popular  with 
our  ladies  and  gentlemen.  In  fairness  to  her  and  to  re¬ 
tain  her  valued  service  it  seemed  advisable  to  include  June 
and  September  in  our  working  year.  We  once  more  par¬ 
ticipated  in  "Philadelphia’s  Educational  Week  for  the 
Blind,”  sponsored  by  Mr.  Ellis  Gimbel  at  Gimbel’s  Store. 
We  exhibited  and  sold  articles  made  by  our  "Home 
Family.” 

The  auxiliary  have  given  several  parties  during  the  year, 
including  a  "Concert,”  with  Mr.  Thomas  Elmer  playing 
the  violoncello  and  Mr.  Charles  Linton  playing  the  piano. 
It  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Miss  Bertha  Mullen,  our  "shut-in” 
member  of  the  auxiliary,  who  has  been  paralyzed  and  bed¬ 
ridden  for  many  years,  has  added  greatly  to  the  social  pro¬ 
gram  of  "The  Home”  during  the  year.  Every  October  the 
second,  her  birthday,  she  gives  what  she  calls  a  "Collec¬ 
tive  Birthday  Party”  to  celebrate  all  the  individual  birth¬ 
days  of  our  "Home  Family”  for  the  entire  calendar  year. 
Gifts  were  given  to  all  the  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Marie 
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Wessels  entertained  by  reading  and  Andrea  Canale,  bari¬ 
tone,  Ettore  Maniere,  tenor,  Maybelle  B.  Marston,  con¬ 
tralto,  Joseph  Arnaldo,  baritone  and  Margaret  Barrett, 
soprano  (wheel-chair  bound  President  of  the  Philadelphia 
Chapter  of  "The  Indoor  Sports”)  all  contributed  with 
their  talent  to  make  the  occasion  most  enjoyable.  Another 
party  was  given  on  "Shut-in’s  Day,”  the  first  Sunday  in 
June.  Joseph  Arnaldo,  baritone,  sang  and  Fred  H.  Mat¬ 
thews,  trumpeter,  conducted  a  group  of  instrumentalists 
and  vocalists.  Miss  Mullen  also  has  given  some  "tea 
parties,”  with  Claire  Lennon,  blind  soprano,  as  her  assist¬ 
ing  artist.  Miss  Mullen’s  "Radio  Maintenance  Commit¬ 
tee”  purchased  a  radio  for  Mr.  Nathan  Hill,  a  new  "Home 
member.”  Her  "Flower  Committee”  has  provided  some 
seeds  and  bulbs  for  the  "Chapin  Home”  grounds.  The 
auxiliary  has  made  more  personal  contacts  with  our  "Home 
Family”  during  the  year  and  this  has  made  everyone  enjoy 
the  work  more  than  usual. 

We  regret  that  several  of  most  loved  and  ardent  workers 
have  passed  away  during  "1949.”  Mrs.  Jones,  Mrs.  Mat¬ 
thews,  Miss  Lusk,  Mrs.  Seymour  and  Mr.  Weinholt. 

We  all  feel  that  the  work  for  the  "Chapin  Home” 
auxiliary  has  been  a  joy  to  us  and  we  hope  to  "carry  on” 
for  many  years  to  come. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Suzanne  Levick  Schoff, 

(Mrs.  L.  H.  Schoff) 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


March  14,  1950 

To  the  Meeting  of  Contributors  of  the  Chapin  Memorial 
Home  for  Aged  Blind: 


f)N  BEHALF  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  The  Chapin 
Memorial  Home  for  Aged  Blind,  I  am  pleased  to 
submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  1949. 

In  the  management  of  a  Home  such  as  this,  a  great 
many  perplexing  problems  and  difficult  situations  arise 
which  must  have  immediate  attention  and  require  much 
time  and  thought,  often  taxing  almost  beyond  endurance 
the  patience  of  the  members  of  the  Board  and  particularly 
the  members  of  The  Household  Committee.  However, 
that  Committee,  confronted  daily  with  some  problem, 
gives  full  consideration  to  each  and  makes  prompt  dis¬ 
position  of  them.  We,  your  Board  of  Managers,  feel  that 
the  Household  Committee,  headed  by  Mrs.  Frank  Wil¬ 
liams,  is  to  be  commended  for  work  well  done,  and,  not 
to  appear  too  smug,  are  of  the  opinion  that  Chapin  Home 
runs  as  smoothly,  if  not  more  smoothly,  than  any  other 
Home  for  the  Aged,  all  the  result  of  the  continued  efforts 
of  the  Household  Committee,  and  splendid  cooperation 
of  the  members  of  the  Board,  the  Matron  and  her  Staff. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  we  record  the  passing  of  four  of 
our  old  folks,  each  of  whom  a  resident  of  The  Home  for 
many  years.  We  speak  of  Mrs.  Jones,  Mrs.  Seymour, 
Mrs.  Matthews,  and  Mr.  Weinhold. 
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In  their  places,  Mrs.  Eberwein,  Mrs.  Elston,  Mr.  Cullin 
and  Mr.  Markel  have  been  admitted  and  all  have  adjusted 
nicely  to  the  routine  of  The  Home. 

While,  of  course,  too  much  cannot  be  expected  as  to 
the  health  of  our  residents,  on  the  whole  they  have  been 
fairly  healthy  except  for  the  usual  infirmities  of  age,  and 
the  Managers  are  grateful  to  Dr.  Miller  and  our  nurse  for 
keeping  them  in  reasonably  good  health. 

One  of  the  most  serious  problems  with  respect  to  their 
health  is  the  number  of  mental  breakdowns  we  have  and 
the  inadequate  facilities  we  have  to  cope  with  the  various 
situations  which  arise  with  this  affliction.  Some  serious 
thought  should  be  given  to  providing  proper  quarters  for 
handling  these  cases,  particularly  those  who  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  annoy  the  other  members  of  the  household. 

During  the  year  the  usual  repairs,  painting,  papering, 
etc.  and  the  necessary  replacements  of  equipment  have 
been  made,  and,  considering  the  age  of  the  property,  it 
is  in  excellent  condition.  The  most  important  change 
was  the  conversion  of  the  former  sitting  room  on  the 
second  floor  into  a  very  lovely  sitting-bedroom  and  bath 
apartment  for  Mrs.  Seymour,  our  Matron.  In  making 
this  change,  the  organ  was  moved  into  the  men’s  building 
and  makes  an  attractive  addition  to  that  building.  New 
appliances  are  being  constantly  added  to  make  the  work 
easier  for  the  staff  and,  in  this  connection,  we  might  state 
that  the  purchase  of  many  of  the  new  appliances  has  been 
made  possible  through  the  generosity  of  Miss  Shephard 
whose  gift  has  assured  us  a  nice  income. 

Your  Managers  believe  that  Chapin  Home  is  run  on  a 
most  economical  scale  without  affecting  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  food  served,  and  we  venture  to  suggest  that 
the  per  capita  cost  would  stand  up  very  well  against  any 


10 


other  Home,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  is  necessary 
for  us  to  have  more  help  than  the  average  home. 

During  the  year  the  usual  treats,  dinners,  parties  and 
entertainments  have  been  given  and  we  are  most  grate¬ 
ful  to  each  and  every  individual,  group  or  organization 
which  has  in  any  way  brought  sunshine  into  the  lives  of 
our  old  folks.  Were  it  possible,  we  should  like  to  name 
each  donor  but  we  must  content  ourselves  with  saying 
"thank  you.” 

As  usual  the  Home  was  beautifully  decorated  at  Christ¬ 
mas  and  the  very  lovely  Creche,  the  gift  of  Miss  Fleisch- 
mann,  was  the  centre  of  attraction.  The  Managers’  Party, 
concluding  the  Holiday  festivities,  was  voted  the  best  ever. 

Two  new  members  were  added  to  the  Board  of  Man¬ 
agers,  Mrs.  Joseph  Moran  and  Mr.  Michael  Cariola. 

As  is  their  custom,  the  old  folks,  ever  mindful  of  the 
needs  of  others,  have  made  their  usual  donations  to  the 
Red  Cross  and  Community  Chest. 

The  spiritual  needs  of  our  old  folks  are  well  taken  care 
of  by  the  various  clergymen  who  participate  in  the  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon  services  and  who,  from  time  to  time,  bring 
communion  to  those  unable  to  go  to  church.  We  are 
deeply  appreciative  and  grateful  to  these  busy  men  who 
always  find  time  to  come  to  the  Home. 

We  assure  you  everything  is  done  for  the  comfort  and 
happiness  of  our  charges,  and  your  Board  of  Managers 
consider  it  a  real  privilege  to  have  a  share  in  caring  for 
those  looking  to  them  for  protection.  We  appreciate  the 
cooperation  extended  by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lillian  M.  Thomas, 
Secretary,  Board  of  Managers. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


Abstract  from  the  Treasurer's  Report 
For  the  Year  1949 

PRINCIPAL  ACCOUNT 

Investments  and  Cash 

Elizabeth  Roe  Dunning  Fund  $  1,130.26 

Irene  W.  Woodward  and  Agnes  B.  Reybold  Fund  93,682.25 

Edith  M.  Manning  Resident's  Fund .  1,016.18 

Harriet  C.  Hill  Fund .  5,112.14 

Beulah  T.  P.  Milne  Fund .  1,296.15 

Robert  C.  Moon  Fund .  5,651.36 

Permanent  Fund  .  145,072.29 

Estate  of  Mary  E.  Gramlich  Fund .  247.17 

Louisa  Chapin  Rothermel  Fund  .  3,162.67 

General  Endowment  Fund  .  109,928.78 

Samuel  L.  Haines  Fund  .  38,605.39 

H.  D.  Justi  Fund .  1,171.75 

John  Cadwalader  Memorial  Fund .  85,338.44 

D.  D.  Wood  Fund  1,887.23 

Burial  Fund .  3,818.22 

Campbell  Memorial  Room  Fund  10,189.46 

L.  Delfino  and  E.  R.  N.  Delfino  Memorial  Fund  2,208.00 

Lula  M.  Shepard  Bequest .  15,160.11 

Reserve  .  10,000.00 

$534,677.85 
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INCOME  ACCOUNT 


Receipts 

Balance  on  Hand — January  1,  1949 — General  Income  $  4,679.01 

Reserve  7,000.00 

Pensions  received  from  Residents  11,356.72 

Adjust  balances  from  accrual  to  cash  basis  1,109.38 

Contributions  55.00 

Legacies  .  1,910.42 

Estate  Jas.  L.  Wilson .  950.00 

Estate  L.  L.  Longstreth  1,690.04 

Dividends  22,535.70 

Interest  .  1,008.47 

$52,294.74 

Payments 

General  Maintenance  and  other  Expenses  of  the  Home  $25,211.70 

Residents  Share  of  Pensions  Returned .  4,365.00 

Income  for  use  of  Residents .  230.10 

Cadwalader  Fund  Income  capitalized .  3,164.70 

Commissions  of  Treasurer  1,575.16 

Support  of  Robert  B.  Haines  from  Samuel  W.  Haines  Estate  500.00 

Christmas  Cheer  for  Inmates  10.00 

Payments  to  Home  723.45 

L.  Delfino  and  E.  R.  N.  Delfino  Income  capitalized  77.52 

Reserve  for  Contingencies  10,000.00 

Balances  in  Funds  other  than  General  Income,  12-31-49  2,658.14 

Balance  December  31,  1949,  General  Income  3,778.97 

$52,294.74 
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The  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Managers  wish  to  thank 
their  many  friends  for  the  generous  help  and  support 
rendered  the  Home. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  unto  Chapin  Memorial 
Home  for  Aged  Blind,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 


(Note. — A  will  made  within  thirty  days  of  decease  of 
testator  is  void  as  to  charities  in  Pennsylvania. ) 


